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nicipal bonds and securities, in the chapters on Contracts and
Mandamus. We suppose it is not too much to say that hundreds
of millions of dollars are now invested in the bonds of American
cities alone, and it is the peculiar good f6rtune of Judge Dillon to
have been a member of the bar and bench of a State in which the
entire subject has been for some years past most strenuously con-
tested, and thus following the contest froin year to year as it grew
in importance and earncstness, he has come to the treatment of this
topic with the strength of a well trained lawyer in a field familiar to
him from corner to corner: The reader will find here the exact
state of the law on the subject accurately defined and illustrated
by the adjudications and the constitutional and statutory provis-
ions. This part of the book, in addition to its general merits, will
give it importance and circulation, not only in this country, but
in England; certainly the foreign capitalist who looks at invest-
ments in this country, can nowhere else find so full or so correct a
statement of the law on this most important subject.
The profession will find this a text book, not a mere digest. In
the smooth-flowing text of a moderate volume of 700 pages are em-
bodied the results of careful and laborious examination of all the
American cases, and all the highest English authorities on the
subject. How careful and how laborious his examination has
been, our readers who are familiar with the author's style of work
in these pages will not need to be told. The results appear in the
text; the process by Which they are reached is shown in the notes,
in which are contained references to and quotations from more
than four thousand cases. We have examined the list of cases
cited with special reference to those of Pennsylvania, with which
we are necessarily most familiar, and we noted no important omis-
sions, and were gratified to find that the author, unlike most text-
book writers, has not been content with the United States Digest,
but has extended his researches to the original books, coming down
as late as 66 Penn., which was not published until the beginning
of the present year. In a profession so appreciative of hard work
this laborious care will not fail of its merited reward.
J. T. M.
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